i78                       The Oil Peddler
Failing to catch the younger Chu Chung, Orchid turned to
Hsing Chuan. As he was a man over forty and unmarried, she
succeeded without any difficulty. Then she and Hsin Chuan plotted
to get rid of Chu Chung for fear that he might surprise them in
their secret meetings. Orchid went to Shih-lao and accused Chu
Chung of having made advances to her. As she had been more
than a bondmaid to Shih-lao, the charge made the old man jealous.
Then Hsing Chuan trumped up a false charge of his own against
the young man, saying that he had been gambling and losing
money and that he had stolen from the shop to pay his debts. At
first Shih-lao did not believe them, but their repeated accusations
finally swayed him. He called Chu Chung to him and gave him
a severe scolding.
Though Chu Chung was innocent, he was wise enough not to
try to expose the bondmaid and her lover, for his foster father
might not believe him and the guilty couple would hate him the
more for it in any case. He said to Shih-lao as a plan came to
his mind, "Business has been light and there is no need for two
men in the shop. Master Hsing can take care of the shop while I
go out and peddle oil in the streets. That would increase the
volume of our business."
Shih-lao was about to give his consent to this arrangement, but
again he was misled by Hsing Chuan, who said to him, "That is
only a pretext on his part. He has accumulated some money and
wants to get married and set up a house of his own."
Thereupon Shih-lao said with a sigh, "I have treated him like
a son but he has paid me ill. Well, there is nothing to do but let
him go. He is, after all, not my own flesh and blood." So he sent
Chu Chung away, giving him only three taels and permitting him
to take only his clothes and bedding with him.
After leaving Shih-lao's house, Chu Chung found a room, de-
posited his belongings in it, and then set out to inquire for his
father, who had not, it might be added, told his son where he was
going. Chu Chung's search was fruitless and after a few days he
had to give it up. As he had been scrupulously honest during the
four years with Shih-lao, the three taels that he received as a part-